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Food Survey of Dalian
This post is a survey of the food options that you have when you come to Dalian. If
you are planning to move to Dalian, but are moving here from a foreign country then
you probably don`t have any idea of what to do for food. This post is written to help
give you an idea of what you can buy to eat day in and day out. I will answer a few
basic questions.

Question 1: How do you buy your groceries?
Dalian is full of food and provides many ways that you can eat day in and day out.
Most people will get their groceries from a supermarket and a local outdoor market.
There is also an abundance of restaurants lining every street that provide a convenient
and fairly cheap way of getting a quick meal. College students and other people that
don`t really have the room or ability to cook their own food will tend to eat out more
at restaurants or their university cafeteria. Grocery stores are located close by as well
as tiny outdoor food stands that sell a variety of fruits and vegetables. A bigger
outdoor market may also sometimes be located nearby depending on your location.
From living here and talking to people it seems that it is most convenient to buy your
regular groceries from the supermarket but then buy a lot of your fresh produce from
local stands or outdoor markets.

Question 2: What kind of grocery stores and markets
do they have?
Grocery Stores
I went and visited a grocery stores in the city and took several pictures. I will give an
overview of each store along to help you know what to expect when you visit the
different grocery stores in Dalian.

TESCO
I will start by giving you a very detailed overview of the Tesco Supermarket that I
visited. I think this store gives you a good idea of what a normal supermarket in
Dalian is like. Other supermarkets have more stuff, others are smaller, others have
different layouts, but I think you will find that this store gives you a good example of
what to expect when you visit a supermarket here in Dalian.
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Entrance




Most supermarkets are similar to this one in that they are usually on the basement
floor of a mall. Usually to get to the supermarket when you walk into the mall, you
have to go down one floor and walk through a maze of shops to get to the actual store
entrance.
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Bakery
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The bakery section has a good selection of bread though the actual loaf bread part
does not have a huge variety. You can still find all your regular bread though. There
is a big variety of other bread/snack type food more so than the actual sandwich bread.
All in all, there is a good selection.

Produce Section
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The produce section has nearly every kind of fruit or vegetable that you would
normally buy. There are a few local items but for the main part the produce is similar
to the produce you would find in a western supermarket.
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Meat
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In Dalian, you will notice that the supermarkets have a much bigger pork selection
than any other meat. In the meat section of this store, there is about twice as much of
a pork selection than beef. Also, chicken is not the most popular meat. There was
about twice as much of a beef selection than chicken. In Dalian, seafood is very
popular, and this supermarket like many supermarkets has a big selection of fish,
shellfish, and other kinds of seafood.

Dairy
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Most supermarkets around town will be similar to this one in that they have a huge
selection of yogurts, probiotics, and other milk related drinks, but a very small
selection of actual 100% milk. Milk is available, but it usually only comes in a small
bottle and not in a gallon jug as in the United States.

Cooking Oils
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As soy sauce is frequently used in cooking here in China I expected to see a big
selection of soy sauces in this store but I thought that there would be little variety of
cooking oils. They store did have a huge selection of soy sauce, but I was surprised at
the selection of cooking oils available. I found soy, rice bran, corn, peanut, flax seed,
olive, camellia, palm fruit, and sunflower oils all for sale.

Other Pics From The Store
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There are a few other interesting things that I noticed on my visit to the store. The
store has a small section of imported foods, mainly snacks and cereal. The imported
food section though is not a western snack section but is food from countries all over
the world. There is a big selection of Chinese-style snacks. Most of them look good
but are snacks that I have never tried before nor would have thought of buying as a
snack There is a fair selection of coffee, juice, water, and other beverages. You do not
have to worry about not finding anything good to drink. This supermarket like the
other supermarkets I have visited in Dalian have a big selection of dumplings.
Dumplings are like stuffed bread pockets and are very popular here. Usually, they are
sold frozen, and you boil them to cook them to eat. You won`t find microwave meals
here, but dumplings make a quick meal.
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Store Exit
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You check out like you would at a normal western supermarket. The only difference
is that if you want a bag for your groceries you have to pay for it. It is not free. When
you walk out of the store, you have to walk again through a maze of shops to get to the
escalator going up to take you to the first floor of the mall. There is a pharmacy and a
snack shop located on either side of the exit. This is typical of a lot of the
supermarkets I have visited in Dalian.

METRO
The second store I will share about is the Metro store. This supermarket is a
warehouse that sells food in bulk. It is more similar to a Sam`s club in the United
States than it is to a regular supermarket here. It has some imported western groceries
that are available. This store does not have as much of a selection of your regular
groceries as a regular supermarket would, but it sales food in bulk allowing you to buy
larger quantities at generally a better price. Here are a few photos.
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CARREFOUR
The final store I will share about is the Carrefour supermarket. Like the Tesco
supermarket, it is located on the bottom floor of a mall. It is very similar in lots of
ways to the Tesco store or other large supermarkets in the city only I noticed that it
carried a much bigger selection of imported foods. There were pink sections all over
the store indicating the sections that sold imported foods. An especially valuable
section is the imported butter and cheese section. This is a good store to come to if
you are especially interested in finding different kinds of imported foods. I am
attaching photos of the imported food sections of the store.
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Local Markets Indoor and Outdoor
Indoor Markets
In addition to the big supermarkets, Dalian is full of local grocery stores and indoor
markets. These indoor markets are usually full of different vendors selling different
produce, meats, and other basic foods. Sometimes you can find a local vendor that
just has his or her own little store containing produce, eggs, salt, flour and other basic
food products. These kind of places are very convenient to go to. They are usually
more local than the big supermarkets and are much easier to walk in and out of. You
don`t have to walk all the way through a mall to get to them. I would say if you want
to buy something quick and conveniently then these kind of stores are the way to go.
Here are a couple of pictures of the different ones I have visited.
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Outdoor Markets
In addition to the indoor markets and stores, you will find food being peddled outdoors
all around the city. Usually on every corner will be someone with a little fruit stand or
cart. Also, sometimes different vendors will gather together at certain spots in the
morning to make an outdoor market. At these outdoor markets, you can find a whole
selection of fresh produce and seafood. Usually, you can find more varieties and
quantities of produce than you could at a supermarket. Also, the prices are usually
much cheaper. Outdoor markets are one of the best ways to go for your fresh produce.
The only downside of them is that you have to find out if there is one close to where
you live and at what times they are open. For example, the closest market I know of
near where I live is too far away to walk to every day, and it is only open in the
morning. If you find an outdoor market near your house, then I would definitely buy
my fresh produce at it. Here are some photos of an outdoor market that I visited.

25





26





27





28





29

Question 3: How do we prepare the food that we get at
the market?
There are no special kind of preparations that you have to do to the food you buy.
Anything bought at the market should be examined to make sure that it is not of bad
quality, and it is probably a good idea to wash it. But you can simply just buy the
different kind of foods that you normally buy to cook a certain dish and then prepare
the dish like normal. There is nothing special you have to do to the ingredients.

Question 4: What kind of food will we be eating?
At home, you will be able to eat whatever kind of food you want to eat. Of course,
many food items that you normally buy at your local supermarket in America will not
be available, but the great majority of things will be. Though you may have to drive
to a certain supermarket to find them. Eating out or with friends will be much
different. You will probably eat a lot of noodles, rice, and all kinds of Chinese stir
fried dishes. You will probably eat a lot more pork as the majority of meat dishes are
made of pork meat. You will also eat a lot of soy as most dishes will use soy sauce.
Also, all kinds of tofu are popular. Restaurants in Dalian have a great variety of
foods. You can find way more different kinds of food than you ever imagined
possible. There are also many restaurants from other Asian countries such as India or
Korea.

Question 5: What kind of “Western” restaurants do
they have?
Dalian has a fair selection of Western restaurants. Some of the more common ones
are McDonald`s, Burger King, Kentucky Fried Chicken, Starbucks, and Pizza Hut.
These restaurants have multiple locations around the city and no matter where you are
in Dalian you probably can find these restaurants close by. I have also found Papa
Johns, Subway, Dairy Queen, Costa Coffee, and Blue Bell Ice Cream although these
restaurants are a lot harder to find. Most of these restaurants have some similar items
on the menu as you would find at your local American location, but they also have
many local items that you would not find for sale in your American store. In summary
though, if you want American food you can find it at these western restaurants. I have
attached photos of each of the stores.
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Interesting Demographics of
Dalian
For someone coming the first time to Dalian from a foreign country, you would not
know what life for residents is like. In this post, I have gathered a few interesting
demographics that will help give you a better glimpse into what life is like for people
here. I will answer a few simple questions.

Where do the people live?
Dalian is a city full of high rise buildings. Most people live in some kind of multilevel apartment building. It is very very rare for someone to live in a stand alone
house. I did a survey among 58 friends and friends of friends here in Dalian. I asked
them how tall the building where they live is, and I thought the results were very
interesting.
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So, you can see from the results that most people live in tall buildings. Only four of
the fifty-eight people live in a building less than four stories tall. Most people live in
buildings that are between four and twenty stories and a few lived in buildings taller
than that. This is a city of tall buildings. Most people here do not just walk in their
front door. They generally have to take stairs or an elevator to get to their house.
I attached some photos of apartment buildings that are a good representation of what
apartment buildings here look like. The first set of photos are of lower income
apartments, and the next set of photos are of the higher income apartment buildings.
Most people in Dalian will live in apartments similar to the lower income apartments
or somewhere between, the lower-income and high- income apartments.

Lower Income Apartments
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Higher Income Apartments
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How are the classes divided?
In Dalian, there is a lot of industry and people working different jobs and doing
different things. There is a good mix of both poor and rich as well as many people in
the middle. A visible evidence of people`s class and financial level is evident in their
ability to own houses and cars. People that would be considered upper class would be
those with the ability to buy a house and own a car. If they are able to afford the price
of a house and a car and all the additional fees that come with ownership, then they
would definitely be a step above most people. Many of the poorer people in Dalian
work more of the physical labor type of jobs. They would do a lot of the cleaning,
construction, and factory type jobs. They would not own a car or afford taxis but
would take bus or another form of mass public transportation to get around.

How many people have cars, telephones, TVs, cell
phones, etc.?
Cars
In Dalian, there are approximately 1.2 million motor vehicles in operation. Dalian`s
population is approximately six million people which means that about one in five
people drive a motor vehicle. Not all these vehicles are personal cars so the percentage
of people that own a vehicle would be lower than 20%

Telephone and Cell Phone
It seems like everyone in Dalian has a cell phone. Everywhere you turn people are
talking and messaging on their phones. Usually, younger people will be carrying smart
phones while the older generation usually has some sort of older style phone. I have
yet to meet someone here in the city that I asked for their contact info that did not have
a cell phone. China`s population is over 1.3 billion, and it has over 1 billion mobile
phone customers. There is also an additional 284 million fixed phone line users. This
means only a small percentage of people do not have a phone. Most of these people
would be in rural areas or very old in age. In the modern city of Dalian, there are tons
and tons of phones.
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Television
In all of China, Dalian included, the television market is dominated by China Central
Television Station. This is the only national TV station, and it has over 1.2 billion
viewers or 95.6% of China`s population. It has the world`s largest audience. It has a
network of over 45 channels. There are also local provincial stations available for
people in Dalian to watch. Some overseas programs can also be watched. TV in
China is highly censored. The government controls what is shown and controls all
programming. It will often remove or black out shows that it deems negative to
China`s image or that contain controversial material. Despite all the censorship in
China, most people can still watch whatever they want through the accessing approved
and unapproved websites on the internet.

Info obtained from the following websites:
•
•
•
•

http://dl.sohu.com/20131118/n390356006.shtml
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telecommunications_industry_in_China
http://www.inaglobal.fr/en/television/article/cctv-12-billion-viewers-strong,
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China_Central_Television
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Economics & Development of
Dalian
I would like to give you in this post some facts and research about the economics and
development of Dalian. This is not a comprehensive summary of all that there is to
know about the economy and development of Dalian, but it is some information I have
gathered that I think will be helpful to you. I hope you enjoy the info. I found it very
interesting.

What is the salary of the people?
The average salary for someone living and working in Dalian, China is about 4175
RMB per month. This equals about $684 US dollars per month. By comparison, the
average monthly wage in my hometown of Atlanta, GA is $2927 US dollars or 17,845
RMB per month. Dalian is definitely not one of the highest ranking cities in China as
far as average salary goes. In many other cities in China, people average over $5,000
RMB per month, but still $4175 seems to be a decent wage for someone working an
average job in China.
I asked some different university students here in Dalian about how much of a salary
they wanted or expected to make after receiving their college degree and getting their
first job. Most seemed to think that anything under 3500 RMB would be too low, and
they acted like they hoped for a job paying over 4500 RMB.

What Menu Do The People Have
There is a huge variety of food in Dalian. It seems like you can get nearly any kind of
dish you can imagine. I took some photos of the more common foods that I see at
restaurants and for sale on the street.

Noodles
They are for sale everywhere in Dalian. You can eat them in many different ways and
try many different kinds, but probably the most common way they are served is in a
bowl with hot broth with maybe some other meat and spices added.
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Chinese Dishes and Rice
Another item on the menu that you will find very common throughout Dalian is rice
with some sort of meat or vegetable dish. Usually, people will have a bowl or serving
of rice with one or more other food dishes on top or put to the side. These dishes will
usually be made of some kind of pork meat or tofu mixed with different sauces and
spices. You eat the dish along with the rice, and it is very tasty. Many restaurants
have a variety of dishes that you can choose from that are served with rice. Here are
some photos of the different dishes.
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Seafood
Dalian is located right on the coast which leads to an abundance of seafood on the
menu. You will find shrimp and squid in many different dishes that are served. They
are very commonly eaten here. Fish is also common. Also, you will find all kinds of
other exotic and strange seafood being cooked and prepared.
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What type of housing do the live in?
In Dalian, the majority of housing is located in some sort of apartment building. Many
of these apartment buildings are only about four to six stories tall, but also many of
them are high rise buildings of about thirty stories tall. The average home size in
China is about 646 square feet, and Dalian wouldn`t appear to be much different. The
average house in America is about 2164 square feet making it about three times bigger
than the average Chinese house. In Dalian, you really have to plan to live in what we
would consider an apartment in America. There aren`t many other options. You can
easily find bigger apartments, but the average person is going to be living in a small
space.
Housing is fairly expensive. The average house size of 646 square feet equals about
60 square meters. Houses in Dalian are sold by the square meter. The price for a
house depends on its location and facility but it seems like the average house will be
between 7500 RMB and 1250 RMB per square meter. This means that a house that is
$10,000 RMB per meter will cost about 600,000 RMB or $100,000 US. dollars for the
total price. The price for a house is based on the cost per square meter, so you
definitely pay more for a bigger house.

How is the health care and hospitals?
Pharmacy: What do most people in Dalian do when they are sick? The first step
would be to go to a local health clinic or pharmacy. A pharmacy can give you many
remedies and medicine without a prescription. You tell them your symptoms, and they
will recommend to you what medicine you are to get. This is usually the cheapest
route because there are no doctor fees involved. Here are a few photos of a local
pharmacy.
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Local Clinic: The next step would be to go to a local medical clinic. Here you can
have a doctor examine you and prescribe medicine or some other remedy for your
sickness. A local medical clinic cannot do any type of major surgery or help you with
any special disease, but they can help you with a common sickness that you have. It is
very popular here in China for them to give you an IV for even just a small sickness.
In the local clinic they have an IV room for people to get fluids and nutrients put into
them. (See the fourth picture down)
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Hospital: If someone in Dalian has a serious ailment, they need to go to a local
hospital. There are quite a few hospitals available that people can go to. I went and
visited one of the bigger hospitals in the city. I did not know what to expect when I
visited. The hospital impressed me with its size. It was definitely a big facility. It
seemed like it offered a lot of different medical services and could handle many
different kinds of operations. I am not sure exactly what health problems they could
handle and which ones they could not, but it seemed like unless you had some sort of
really strange problem that you could go there for treatment. The hospital rooms were
not very nice. It seemed like you always had to share a room with someone else and
the rooms seemed mostly bland and barren except for the medical equipment. The
entrance and waiting facilities seemed functional but not very nice. From the visit, my
impression was that the hospital would be able to take care of someone and give them
the medical treatment that they need, but the visit would not be very comfortable. It
definitely would not be fun to go through.

Outside of hospital facilities
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Inside hospital, outside of hospital rooms
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Hospital rooms
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Banking, How to get your money in Dalian?


If you are moving to Dalian from a foreign country, you may wonder how to get your
money converted from your local bank`s currency. In Dalian, there are several banks
and twenty-four hour ATMs everywhere. In fact, the four biggest banks of China all
have several branches here. The easiest way to get money is to use your local bank`s
debit card to withdraw money at a local ATM. You can find any bank and use your
debit card there.
You will be charged bank fees depending on your local banks policy. There are some
ways to avoid the fees. Bank of America does not charge an ATM fee for withdrawals
at China Construction Bank, but you still have to pay the 3% foreign transaction fee.
Charles Schwab offers a checking account that reimburses all ATM fees incurred
overseas. A helpful article that explains foreign ATM and transaction fees can be
found here.
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How stable is the economy?
Dalian`s economy seems to be doing very good and is growing year after year. It is
well known for its port that is the biggest in Northeast, China and the 19th busiest port
in the world. Some of the main industries of the city are machine manufacturing,
petrochemicals, oil refining, and electronics. The city is also developing an
impressive IT and software industry. The city is the financial center of Northeast
China, and one of China`s four commodity exchanges is located in Dalian. With a
mild climate and many miles of seacoast, Dalian also has a lot of income from
tourism. The city is currently booming and it appears that it will continue to grow in
the future years.

What is the main source of income?
About 51% of Dalian`s income comes from manufacturing and construction industry,
while nearly 43% of income comes from the service industry and only about 6% of the
income comes from agriculture.

Info for the article obtained from the following websites
• http://news.dl.fang.com/2014-12-16/14400923.htm
• http://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/city_result.jsp?country=United
+States&city=Atlanta%2C+GA
• http://shrinkthatfootprint.com/how-big-is-a-house http://thepointsguy.com/2013/07/
avoiding-atm-withdrawal-fees-when-traveling-abroad/
• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_Dalian
• http://www.thechinaperspective.com/topics/city/dalian/
• http://www.chinaknowledge.com/CityInfo/City.aspx?
Region=NorthEast&City=Dalian
• http://shenyang.usembassy-china.org.cn/dl.html
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Interesting Politics & History of
Dalian & China


If you are or will be living in Dalian, China it will be helpful for you to know some of
the country`s and city`s history and politics. You will want to know what the current
situation is and also what has historically taken place. This article is written to give
you a brief overview.

What type of government does China have?
China is a self-declared socialist state that is run by the Communist Party of China. A
socialist state is a state where the production and distribution of goods are owned and
controlled by a centralized government that plans and controls the economy. This
means that the government has direct control over the major industries and income
sources. Private companies and individuals are not in control as in the United States,
but instead the central government owns and controls them. In China, the centralized
government is run by the Chinese Communist Party. The Communist Party is the only
68

party that runs the government. Some other parties are allowed to exist, but they do
not have any effective power.

What are some major conflicts in China?
Five of the ten deadliest wars in history took place in China. In addition to these wars,
China also was heavily involved in World War II where it was invaded by Japan. Here
is a list of these conflicts along with the estimated death tolls.
1
2
3
4
5

The Qing Dynasty Conquest Of The Ming Dynasty-25 Million Casualties
The Taiping Rebellion-20 Million Casualties
The An Lushan Rebellion-13 Million Casualties
The Dungan Revolt-10 Million Casualties
The Recent Chinese Civil War-7.5 Million Casualties

What is interesting is that two of these conflicts were religious in nature. The Taiping
rebellion was started by a man claiming to be Jesus` little brother who attempted to
create a Christian millenarian state. The Dungan revolt was started by Muslims trying
to create an independent Muslim state near the Yellow River. No wonder that the
Chinese government today is weary of religion and religious groups.

What are the notable Constitutions of China?
The first constitution of the People's Republic of China was declared in 1954. The
current version of the constitution was declared in 1982, and it has had four major
revisions since then. The last major revision was in 2004. Articles 35 and 36 of the
Constitution surprisingly on paper offer citizens many rights.
Article 35. Citizens of the People's Republic of China enjoy freedom of speech, of the
press, of assembly, of association, of procession and of demonstration.
Article 36. Citizens of the People's Republic of China enjoy freedom of religious belief.
No state organ, public organization or individual may compel citizens to believe in, or
not to believe in, any religion; nor may they discriminate against citizens who believe
in, or do not believe in, any religion. The state protects normal religious activities. No
one may make use of religion to engage in activities that disrupt public order, impair
the health of citizens or interfere with the educational system of the state. Religious
bodies and religious affairs are not subject to any foreign domination.
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What is Chinese people`s attitude towards the
government (Communism, Socialism, Democracy)?
From the conversations I have had on the topic with a few different Chinese friends, it
seems like most people do not have a hatred or love towards democracy. I think most
see some positive things in democracy but do not think it is the best form of
government or the best fit for China. People do not feel that their current communist,
socialist government is oppressive or that it needs to be done away with. They think it
is a good government. They may complain about some small things with the
government just like any citizen would, but on the whole they seemed to be satisfied
with their government the way it is.

What is Chinese people`s attitude towards North
Americans?
Most people seem to see North Americans in a positive light especially the more
educated people. I would say it is rare to meet someone that has a hatred for North
Americans. Constantly on the street when I practice Chinese, I tell people that I am an
American, and they respond by saying that Americans are good people. There is
definitely not a general hatred present against North Americans, but some people may
think that they are too arrogant or unfriendly.

Do Chinese people have respect for the law?
Yes, I would say most Chinese people respect the law. They often may not understand
the need or reason for certain laws. They may not respect certain laws that they do not
understand, but in most cases they will have respect for the law. I think they see laws
as being good for the citizens, and I think most would agree that the people as a whole
need to do better at respecting the law.
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Is there a history of unrest in Dalian?
While China, in general, has experienced much unrest throughout the centuries, Dalian
also as a city has had quite a wild ride through the past couple of centuries. In this
section, I would like to share with you a little bit about the unrest that Dalian has
experienced over the years. The region that Dalian is now located in was originally
part of China and was occupied by the different dynasties under many different names.
The British occupied the region in 1858, but in 1880 China under the Qing Dynasty
again regained control. The Chinese heavily fortified the area and used it as a base for
their naval operations. The area grew into a small city with the English name of Port
Author. In the first Sino-Japanese war, Japan took the city after a short resistance and
took control of the entire region. However, at the end of the war Western powers
forced Japan to return the region to China. China then leased the territory to Russia.
Russia had a great interest in the region as it allowed them to have an ice-free port in
Asia. They developed the area and built the city of Dalniy nearby the military town of
Port Arthur. (Present day Dalian and Lvshun) They built a railway to connect the city
to the Trans-Siberian railway. However in 1905, Russia and Japan were in an all out
war. An important battle was staged at Port Arthur where Japan defeated Russia and
took control of the region and the two cities. Japan occupied what is now present
Dalian from 1905 until its defeat in WWII in 1945. After WWII, the region again
returned to the Soviet Union. Five years later the Soviet Union gave the territory back
to China. Since, 1950 China has been in control of Dalian.
This history is very interesting because it shows me two things. First, for much of
Dalian`s history it has not even been a Chinese city. Second, the city has had many
different countries occupy it. Britain, Russia, and Japan have all been involved. The
city has had much unrest and has a very modern history. It is not an old city with a lot
of old history. It is a new city that is just beginning to develop peacefully after all the
wars and events that it has gone through.

How does China function?
The central government is very strong and has a lot of control. They make sure that
the country runs smoothly. Currently, there seems to be a lot of stability. You don`t
have to worry about the currency suddenly becoming worthless, planes and trains not
running, or communication services being cut.
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How Did China Get To Where It Is Today?
Chinese Civil War
Even though China is a country with many centuries of rich history, the present- day
People`s Republic of China was established recently in 1949. The Chinese Nationalist
government was in charge of China in the early 1900`s. However, communism began
entering China and in 1921 Mao Zedong, and a group of other Chinese men met and
started the Chinese Communist party. The Communist party worked with the
government for a few years, but the Nationalist government quickly turned on the
Communist party and killed several of them. Mao Zedong survived the attack on the
communists, and he and the party moved to the safety of the countryside. A civil war
broke out between Mao, his communist followers, and the Nationalist government. In
1933, Mao led his followers – over 100,000 people – into the mountains to escape.
They marched about 6,000 miles in over 370 days. The majority of people that started
the journey died on the way. The communist army gained peasant support along the
way. This march became known as the Long March. During WWII, Japan invaded and
controlled much of China, but after Japan`s surrender in WWII there was a struggle
between the communists and nationalist forces to seize the territory that was left
behind. The Nationalist army quickly seized many thousand square miles
of communist territory. However after WWII, the balance of power had turned in favor
of the communists. In June 1946, a full-scale war between the communist and
nationalist forces broke out again. The Nationalist Army had been spreading its troops
all throughout the conquered areas, seriously thinning out the troops available to fight
the Communist Red Army. As the Communist armies grew, they began to inflict
heavier and heavier losses on Nationalist forces. In the last year of the civil war, the
communists inflicted over a million and a half casualties on the Nationalist Army. In
the face of such staggering losses, the Nationalist Army simply disintegrated. On April
21st, Communist forces crossed the Yangtze River, and on the 23rd of April they
captured the Nationalist`s capital in Nanjing. On October 1, 1949, before all of China
had been conquered, Mao declared the establishment of the People's Republic of
China. The Nationalists fled to Formosa (Taiwan) and set up their government there.
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Great Leap Forward and The Cultural Revolution
Mao tried to reorganize all of China along communist lines of collective ownership of
farms and factories. Private ownership was done away with, and production quotas
were set for agriculture and industry. In 1958, he decided to organize all farms into
collectives, where the ownership and decision-making power would be in the hands of
the government. Mao wanted to revolutionize agriculture by turning privately owned
farmlands into communes where people would farm for the government. Millions of
people were moved to work in steel production resulting in 20% of agricultural
workers being lost to the steel industry. (Mao wanted to overtake British steel
production) This policy was called the Great Leap Forward. Mao thought this
policy would be extremely beneficial for the country, but it turned out to be a failure.
The result was that there was a great shortage of food supplies. This policy caused the
greatest famine of the 20th-century history. (over 27 million people died of hunger)
From 1966-1976, Mao wanted to rid the Party of his rivals. He Ordered “Red Guards”
to destroy the “four olds” in the Chinese culture; customs, habits, culture, and
thinking. This was the start of the Cultural Revolution. Anything religious was to be
destroyed. Red Guards were to single out and remove anyone who was preventing
China from becoming a classless society. Mao wanted China to become a nation of
farmers and workers, all of whom would be equal. Leaders that had seemingly high
positions were attacked. Business managers, college professors, and government
officials who were not in agreement with the Cultural Revolution were thrown
out. Some of these people were put into prison; others were actually killed. Colleges
were closed so students could concentrate on “revolution”. Many people were killed,
or abused with public humiliation, torture, and forced displacement meaning they
were required to move to another area of the country. The Cultural Revolution raged
on for almost ten years. It caused much of China`s traditional culture and norms to be
lost. In 1976, Mao died, and the Cultural Revolution also ended. By 1980, Deng
Xiaoping was named the leader of China. Though Deng had been with Mao since the
days of the Long March, he was more moderate in his ideas about the path China
should follow. He began to allow farmers to own some of their own lands and make
decisions about what they would grow. He allowed some private businesses to
organize, and he opened China to foreign investment and technology advances. With
this openness to western business came exposure to western ideas.
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Tiananmen Square
In 1989, when communist governments were under siege in a number of places around
the world, China went through a period of student protests that resulted in a huge
demonstration in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square. Over 10,000 students gathered to
protest what they felt was corruption in the Chinese government. They wanted more
freedom and government accountability. The world watched as the Communist
government on June 4th, 1989, ordered thousands of soldiers into Beijing to end the
protest. They troops fired on the students and arrested thousands of people. The brief
pro-democracy movement was destroyed as well, and Deng Xiaoping was left in
control, until his death in 1997. Today, China is still run solely by the communist
party. However with each year that goes by it seems like China is opening up to more
foreign investment and ideas. The industry is slowly becoming more privatized, and
China as a whole is focused on development and technology advancement.

Lesson to Learn
Probably the most interesting thing that can be learned from this history is that it is all
modern. People that are seventy years old today were born at the end of WWII and at
the break out of renewed fighting in the Chinese Civil War. They would have been a
teenager during the great leap forward and been in their twenties during the cultural
revolution. They have been through a lot. War, famine, destruction, and killing are all
very much a part of their lives. China is a country that is recovering from some very
dark times. This history shows us that China is just recently developing and
experiencing peace. It does not have a long history of peace and stability.
Info for this article obtained from the following sources:
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_China
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_socialist_states
• http://www.thefreedictionary.com/socialism
• http://www.businessinsider.com/bloodiest-conflicts-in-chinese-history-2014-10
• http://en.people.cn/constitution/constitution.html
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_of_the_People's_Republic_of_China
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dalian#History
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_Civil_War
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_Revolution
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiananmen_Square
• Communism in China Course, taught in American Public School
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Weather In Dalian
How about the weather in Dalian? If you have never been here, what should you
expect? This post will help you understand more about what the weather will be like
here in Dalian. Hopefully, it will give you a good overview of the weather in Dalian.

What is the weather like?
Dalian, China is about as far north as Washington D.C. in the United States. Dalian
has a fairly mild climate. The winters are cold but bearable, and the summers are
warm but not too hot. Generally in the winter the average high will be about 37°F and
the low will be about 23°F. In the summer, the average high will be about 84°F and
the low will be about 71°F. Another factor that is involved in Dalian weather is the
wind. Because Dalian is right on the ocean and on a peninsula, there is often a lot of
wind. The wind will make the weather in the winter seem even colder, but it makes the
warmer months a little cooler and very pleasant. Dalian usually has low amounts of
precipitation. It averages only 24in. of precipitation annually. Most days will be
sunny without rain though many days, especially in the summer, will have fog roll in
off the ocean.

How do I need to prepare for the weather?
You need to have warm clothes for the winter months. The wind will make you feel
miserable if you are not dressed warm enough. It is best to make sure that you have a
good jacket, gloves, and hat when you go out in the cold. Because you walk places a
lot more here then you would say in the states it is especially important to make sure
you dress warmly.

What is the air quality and pollution like?
Northern China is well known for its pollution problems and high smog levels. Dalian
also suffers from pollution and bad air quality at times. Air quality is usually
measured by the AQI index shown in the graph below:
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Generally Dalian experiences moderate pollution problems. Pollution levels are
usually in the yellow and orange AQI levels meaning that the air is not the cleanest,
but that it doesn`t pose too much of a health risk. However occasionally especially in
the winter when the city is being heated by coal there will be some high smog level
days. If you go back one year from today (June 22nd, 2015), there have been 17 days
where the smog level has reached into the red, purple, and maroon unhealthy levels.
Twice the smog level in this past year has reached into the hazardous zone with the
highest day being 393.
So smog is definitely a problem here, but it is not as bad as some cities in China.
Beijing for example going back a year from today has had over a 100 days where the
smog level reached into the red, purple, or maroon unhealthy zones. However
compared to my hometown of Atlanta, GA where they have yet to have a day fall into
the unhealthy red zone this year, Dalian has a lot of smog.
You can check the air quality constantly on your phone. There are many apps that will
tell you what the current and past smog levels are at. The app I used to collect the
above data is called Air Quality. Because of there being a risk of a high smog day
every once in a while in Dalian, I would suggest checking to see what the air quality is
each day on your phone. If you find out that the smog level is extremely high one day,
then maybe wear a mask that day.

Info for this article obtained from the following sources
•
•
•
•
•

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dalian#Climate
http://www.wunderground.com/history
http://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=aqibasics.aqi
Air Quality App
http://www.air.dnr.state.ga.us/smogforecast/stats.php
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Communication In Dalian
How will you stay connected to people in Dalian? How will you be able to talk with
your friends that you make in Dalian as well as friends back in the United States? This
post informs you of some of the ways that you will be able to communicate in Dalian,
China.

How will you be able to communicate with the States?
Thankfully, it is easy to communicate back with the United States from China. There
are several different ways you can talk for free. Here are a few ways I have found:
•

Apple Devices: If the person you are trying to contact in the States has an Apple
device then you can message them for free using Imessage. You can also do free
video and audio calls via Facetime. You don`t even have to have a local
Chinese phone number here. You can just talk anytime that you have WiFi

•

WeChat: Currently in China, nearly everyone seems to have WeChat. It seems
to be the favorite social networking platform that people use. But you can also
use this app to talk back to people in the States. If someone you want to talk to
in the States has a smartphone, they can download the WeChat app and add you
as a friend. Once they add you, you can make free video and voice calls as well
as send free audio and text messages.

•

Google Voice: If you use a VPN, you can choose to locate your IP address in the
United States allowing you to make free calls inside the States. You just select
to make a call through your Gmail account, and you can call landlines and cell
phones in the US for free. This is helpful when you need to call a business or
customer service center in the United States.
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How will we you get your mail?
Mail comes in different ways depending on what kind of mail it is and how it was
sent. Here are three of the most common ways that you will receive your mail in
Dalian.

Hand delivered: Whenever you order anything online here you will include your
phone number along with the address. Many packages are hand delivered to you
meaning the delivery company will call you before they deliver the package and will
find out when you will be home so that they can bring your package by. You can tell
them a convenient time or ask them to leave it with the guard or someone else you
trust in your building. You don`t have to worry about checking for the package
somewhere. They will notify you before they deliver it.

Put into a Community Mailbox: Most apartment complexes and residential
buildings have a community mailbox center that packages are sent to. It usually looks
something like this:


The delivery company will text you a code. You will enter the code on the delivery
box computer touch screen. If it is correct one of the mailboxes will pop open, and you
will be able to get your package.
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Mail put on your door: Lots of adds and sometimes your utility bills will often be
taped onto your door or stuffed into the door frame. It is not uncommon to come home
and find some sort of paper stuck on your door. A lot of restaurants and businesses
advertise by putting flyers on your door.

What Kind of Communication Services Are
Available: (internet, cell phones, radios, etc.)?
Cell Phones: There are only three different kinds of cell phone carriers in China.
They are China Mobile, China Unicom, and China Telecom. All three carriers provide
calling, SMS, and data plans so you will be able to communicate normally here just
like you would in the United States.
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4G service: All three carriers offer 4G service, but the different carriers offer
different kinds of 4G services. China Mobile offers TDD-LTE 4G and China Unicom
and China Telecom offer FDD-LTE 4G. Many phones purchased outside of China may
not be compatible with the TDD-LTE 4G offered by China Mobile. Therefore what
kind of phone you have may determine which carrier you decide to use.
Foreigners getting a Chinese SIM card and purchasing a calling/data plan will be
required to bring their passport with them to the phone store. They government
requires you to enter data from your passport when your phone is set up so that they
can have a name to trace the phone number back to.

Internet: Broadband internet is available to set up in most buildings. Some older
apartment buildings may not be set up to provide internet, so you should probably
check before moving into a new place. Unless your place is extremely outdated, you
will be able to get a router and internet service set up to provide WIFI for your
apartment room. No matter how good of quality internet you purchase, the internet
here in Dalian is usually fairly slow. Most of the time, it will be fast enough for you to
get normal work done but it`s speed will not amaze you.
China blocks some websites that we use in commonly in the United States. Google,
Gmail, Twitter, Facebook, and Dropbox are some of the main sites that are blocked. To
test if a site is blocked you can go to http://www.blockedinchina.net On this website
you can enter a web address and see if it is blocked in China. Most foreigners will use
a VPN to access the blocked sites that they like to use. A VPN allows them to access
the Internet of different countries around the world where these websites are not
blocked. It is a good idea to get a VPN set up before you leave for China. There are
many different kinds available and they all have different costs. A VPN I have used
that I have found to be pretty good is Express VPN. You can find out more information
about it at www.expressvpn.com

Radio: Radio is not extremely popular in Dalian. Some people still listen to it mainly
in their cars, but since nearly everyone has a smartphone most people listen to media,
music, and news through apps on their phone. A great many people do not drive a car
so what they listen to on their commute to work using public transportation will
always be through their smartphone.

Some info in this article obtained from
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mobile_phone_industry_in_China
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Basic Info About Dalian
China is a huge country and has a very big land area. Depending on what city you
come to in China will have a big impact on your perceptions of China. Imagine the
difference in your perception about the USA if you came to Los Angeles, CA versus
Upstate, NY. China has the same dynamic. Coming to Dalian, China is going to be
very different than coming to another city say in the south of China. In this post, I
want to give you some basic information specifically about Dalian so that you can
have a better idea about what this area of China is like.

What is the climate of Dalian like?
Dalian has a fairly mild climate. Dalian, China is about as far north as Washington
D.C. in the United States. The winters are cold but bearable, and the summers are
warm but not too hot. Generally in the winter the average high will be about 37°F and
the low will be about 23°F. In the summer, the average high will be about 84°F and
the low will be about 71°F. Another factor that is involved in Dalian weather is the
wind. Because Dalian is right on the ocean and on a peninsula, there is often a lot of
wind. The wind will make the weather in the winter seem even colder, but when it
blows during the warmer months it can make the hot weather more pleasant. Dalian
usually has low amounts of precipitation. It averages only 24in. of precipitation
annually. Most days will be sunny without rain though many days, especially in the
summer, will have fog roll in off the ocean.

What crops does Dalian produce?
Cherries: Dalian is known for its cherry trees. Japan occupied Dalian for much of its
history and during their occupation they planted many cherry trees in the area around
the city. During the spring when the cherry trees bloom they light up the landscape
with pink and white flowers. In late May and June, the cherries get ripe. You will find
vendors selling them all around the city. You also can drive just a little way out of the
town and pick cherries yourself at a local orchard. I would say that cherries are by far
Dalian`s most famous crop!
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CHERRY TREE IN FULL BLOOM OUTSIDE OF DALIAN


ORCHARD FULL OF RIPE CHERRIES IN DALIAN
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CHERRIES RIPE ON THE TREE

Apples: A surprising fact that you may not know is that China is the world`s largest
grower of apples. In fact, they grow over twelve times the amount of apples as the
United States, which is the world`s second largest grower. Dalian is located in the
Liaoning province in the north part of China which along with the other nearby
provinces grow tons and tons of apples. There are apple orchards located around
Dalian and apples are one of the major crops of this region.


MAP OF APPLE PRODUCTION AROUND THE WORLD/LOCATION OF AREA AROUND DALIAN CIRCLED IN RED
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APPLES FROM A LOCAL ORCHARD NEAR DALIAN

Seaweed: Seaweed is a popular food in many Asian countries including China.
Dalian is located on the ocean shore, and seaweed is a very popular food here as well
as in other Chinese cities. Many people harvest seaweed and sell it locally in Dalian.
Dalian also has many aqua-farms where seaweed and other kinds of seafood are
raised and exported to other Asian countries. Dalian is a big player in the seaweed
industry in China. In fact according to a book on China`s foreign trade policy Dalian
accounted for 90% of the countries seaweed exports to Japan.


SEAWEED
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Other Fruits and Vegetables: Dalian farmers are not limited to just growing the
crops mentioned above. Many other crops such as corn, pears, and other common
fruits and vegetable are grown around Dalian.


PEARS FROM AN ORCHARD NEAR DALIAN


CORN FROM A FARM NEAR DALIAN
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What types of roads does Dalian have?
Expressways: Dalian is not isolated from other major Chinese cities. You can drive
from Dalian on expressways to get to other major cities in China. Probably the most
famous expressway that is used for travel from Dalian is the Shenyang–Dalian
Expressway connecting Dalian with Shenyang. This road is currently eight lanes wide,
400 kilometers wide and is a toll road.

Roads Inside The City: Dalian has all different sizes of roads. All the roads I have
seen since living in Dalian have been paved roads. There are many narrow roads but
also many roads that have several lanes. I have seen roads as wide as ten lanes. Most
of the roads seem to be in fairly good condition. There are several traffic lights in the
city, but not as many as you might expect to see with so many roads going so many
different places. Round about circles are used in place of traffic lights at many
intersections.


WIDE ROAD IN DALIAN
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LOCAL FOUR LANE ROAD


TRAFFIC ROUND ABOUT CIRCLE
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Traffic: The roads inside of Dalian are full of cars and often have lots of congestion.
You can always count on there being traffic during rush hour. Some interesting
features that add to the congestion of the roads is the fact that people often park in the
right lane of the roads clogging up that lane for travel. Also, Dalian has several bus
routes and buses are always going everywhere, switching lanes, and making it hard
sometimes for traffic to get around them. Adding to this, pedestrians regularly cross
the road in front of the cars forcing the cars to slow down or stop for them. It may
sound like this is a nightmare, and sometimes it is. Generally, though, despite all these
different factors the traffic will move at a slow but fairly steady pace.


BUSES FILLING THE ROAD
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PEOPLE RUNNING IN FRONT OF THE CARS

Parking: Finding a place to park is often a challenge when going places in Dalian.
There is often parking available in the paved areas in front of buildings though these
areas many times look more like a sidewalk than a parking lot. Most malls and other
big buildings will have an underground parking garage sometimes going down two or
more stories. These are convenient to use. It is hard to find legal parking outside of
these two different areas (at least somewhere close to where you are trying to go). You
should count on paying for parking at most places in Dalian. There are not just big,
open parking lots available for you to use for free. Parking is often a pain that you just
have to deal with here.


PARKING GARAGE IN DALIAN

90


CARS PARKED IN OPEN AREA IN FRONT OF BUILDING

Resources used in writing this article
•
•
•
•
•
•

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dalian#Climate
http://www.wunderground.com/history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_apple_production
Photo Credit "Appleoutput" by AndrewMT - Own work. Licensed under CC BY
3.0 via Wikimedia Commons"
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_Dalian
China's Foreign Trade Policy: The New Constituencies Routledge
Contemporary China Series Editor Ka Zen Published 2007
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Preparing To Come To DalianMiscellaneous Tips
If you are getting ready to move or come visit China and Dalian, you probably are
very excited about all the amazing things that you will get to do and experience. In the
midst of the excitement, though, there are still some of the less exciting, everyday
things that you need to think about. This post helps ask some of the mundane
questions and gives you some tips about different miscellaneous things that you will
need to do in preparation for coming. I hope it can be a help to you.

How will I get my money, banking, etc?
You can easily withdraw money at a local ATM. Most ATMs will allow you to use
your American bank`s debit card to withdraw money in the local Chinese RMB
currency. Depending on your account type and what ATM you use there may be a
small ATM fee as well as a percentage that your American bank charges to do a
currency conversion. ATMs are located everywhere in Dalian and most of the time you
can access them twenty-four hours a day.
You can also get a local bank account and debit card. You must bring your passport
with you to the bank and have a local Chinese address. Not every bank will do an
account for a foreigner so you must find a bank that will. ICBC and China
Construction Bank both issue accounts for foreigners. The card you receive when
opening an account is the only card that is issued for that bank account. The card
number on the debit card will be the same number as your account number. You set a
six digit password for the account, and you use that password whenever you use the
card. You can deposit money into this account via a local ATM and use the card
throughout China.
One of the advantages of getting a Chinese bank card is that you can link it to the
wallet feature in the WeChat app. By using the card through WeChat, you can pay
your phone bill, send money to someone, buy movie tickets, order a taxi, and in some
cities even pay your utilities. All this can be done from your phone using your local
bank card.
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WECHAT WALLET

What preparations can we make before leaving for the
field?
Depending on your situation, purpose, and length of your stay in China there will be a
multitude of things that you will need to do before moving to China. You probably
will have a hard time thinking of everything needed. In this section I will name some
things you may need to do before coming to China.
Physical Exams-If you are moving to China for a long period of time it would
probably be wise to go ahead and have a doctor do a physical for you. If you have a
medical condition that must be treated in the United States, you would want to find out
about it before moving all the way to China.
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Vaccinations: If you or your kids have any vaccinations due, it is best that you get
them before coming to China. High-quality vaccinations, like we have in the United
States, are not available in China unless they are imported in. The Chinese
vaccinations have a higher risk of ill side effects. You can get the imported
vaccinations in Beijing and perhaps at other international hospitals in China. However,
it is best to save the time and expense and get as many of your vaccinations done as
possible before moving to China.

WeChat: You should download WeChat before coming to China and go ahead and
add as contacts the people you will be seeing or visiting when you get to China. If you
don`t download it before you come, you will have trouble getting it set up until you
get a Chinese phone number. Having it already downloaded allows you to message
people using WiFi as soon as you land. You don`t have to wait to get your phone set
up.

VPN: It is a good idea to have a VPN set up and working on your computer and
phone before coming to China. That way as soon as you land you will be able to
access the websites you need that are blocked in China. You will not have to wait to
get one set up.

Documents: It is probably a good idea to get an international drivers license in the
United States before coming to China. Although it is not recognized in China, it will
be useful for you to have in case of traveling to nearby countries.
If you plan to change to a different visa from a tourist or other visa while in China,
you will need to get a copy of your marriage license and your kid`s birth certificates
certified by the Chinese Embassy in the United States. This will need to be done
before coming to China.

Banking: It is best to carry an international credit card that is in both you and your
spouse`s name that can be used while traveling internationally. This will be helpful in
a case of a long plane delay or other travel emergency. It is a good idea to have two
checking accounts set up that you can use to withdraw funds from while living here.
This way in case you lose the bank card to one of the accounts, you are still able to
access your money using the other checking account. Also, before leaving make sure
to notify your bank and credit card companies that you will be traveling. This way
they don’t lock your card for seeing a "suspicious Chinese transaction" when you use
it.
There are probably many more things needed in preparation for coming to China than
the few things I named here. However, I hope this will give you some help getting a
start on figuring out what preparation you need to do before coming here.
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Do I need a will? Why?
If you do not have very many assets in China, then there really is no reason to have a
separate will in China. The purpose of a will is to disperse your assets to people you
name once you die. If you have minimal assets in China there is no reason to have a
separate will as it is likely that the cost and trouble of getting an official Chinese last
will and testament will not be justified for just a few small assets.
However, If you do have several large assets in China, it would be beneficial to look
into getting a Chinese last will and testament in addition to your valid US will. The
reason is that a US will while valid in the US it may not be considered valid in China.
It may not be written according to the standards of Chinese laws, Chinese laws may
require your estate to be divided differently than you spell out on your will , and lastly
a US will is written in English. Your estate would maybe have to pay for a costly
official translation of it into Chinese for it to be deemed valid. For these reasons if you
own considerable assets in China, I would look into writing up an official Chinese
will.

How do you do laundry and dry-cleaning in the
country?
Washers: Washing machines are readily available in Dalian. There are all sorts of
sizes and styles. Many people use a washing machine to wash their clothes and then
hang them up to dry on a rack in their apartment or on a balcony. This seems to be the
most common way that people do their laundry.


PICTURE OF WASHING MACHINES FOR SALE AT A LOCAL APPLIANCE STORE
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Dryers: Drying machines are also available for sale but are not as readily available
as the washing machines. I walked into an appliance store to look at the machines they
had for sale. About 90% of the machines were washing machines it seemed like, and
only a few were dryers. This doesn`t mean that you can`t get a dryer. If you want one,
you can easily get one. You can custom order a dryer or find one that you like at a
store. They just aren`t used near as much as washing machines by the local Dalian
people. Probably because most people can`t afford them.


PICTURE OF A DRYER FOR SALE AT A LOCAL APPLIANCE STORE

Dry cleaning: Dry cleaning is readily available in Dalian. There are many small
dry-cleaning places scattered around the city at convenient locations. They even offer
to pick up and drop off your clothes for you if you live close enough. I attached a
photo of the price list of a local dry cleaners for reference. The prices seem
fairly reasonable. Your average piece of clothing will cost about 3$ based on an
exchange rate of 6 to 1. While living here, if you need your clothes dry cleaned you
will be able to get them done without any problem.
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DRY CLEANING PRICE LIST


LOCAL DRY-CLEANERS
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Can we drink the water?-Do they have water
purification?
The water in Dalian is not safe to drink straight from the tap. I have asked ten different
local Chinese people about the water, and none of them have told me that the water is
safe to drink from the tap. Even the local people know that the water is not very safe.
Many of them said that if I boil the water then it would be safe to drink. However, I
have also been told by some of the foreigners that live here that even boiled the water
would still contain heavy metals or strong chemicals. These could cause health
problems long term if someone continually drinks the tap water. I would say the safest
thing to do would be to stay away from drinking the tap water altogether. There is an
abundance of bottled water for sale that is safe to drink. You can buy bottled water in
regular bottles at the store, or you can buy a water dispenser and have the big blue
bottles of water delivered to your house.
There are water purification systems for sale. Online you can browse a multitude of
different kinds and systems that you can buy and install. These systems probably help
make the water significantly safer, but I still don`t think they would remove all the bad
things in the water. I think the safest thing to do in Dalian is to buy bottled purified
water that is safe to drink.


PICTURE OF DIFFERENT WATER FILTERING SYSTEMS FOR SALE ONLINE
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What kind of clothing can I buy in “Country”? Do they
have my size?
Clothing
All kinds of clothing and styles are available for purchase in the many different malls
and stores around the city. You will find little clothing stores scattered everywhere.
You will have no difficulty in finding clothes that you can buy. The question is will
they have the style you like and will your size be available.
Chinese people are generally smaller than people in America. Therefore, the big sizes
of clothes and shoes needed by some Americans will not be readily available in China.
According to extensive research done in 2008 by Alvanon, the global size and fit
expert here is a list of the average sizes of Chinese people compared with Americans.
-- Average Chinese Female Height 5'4"; Weight 125 Pounds; Chest 31"; Waist 28";
Low Hip 35"
-- Average U.S. Female Height 5'4"; Weight 155 Pounds; Chest 37"; Waist 34"; Low
Hip 42"
-- Average Chinese Male Height 5'8"; Weight 145 Pounds; Chest 35"; Waist 31"; Low
Hip 36"
-- Average U.S. Male Height 5'9"; Weight 191 Pounds; Chest 41; Waist 37; Low Hip
41"
As you can tell from these statistics, Americans generally weigh a lot more than
Chinese people and need much larger sizes. People that are above average American
weight will probably have trouble finding clothes that fit or at least will have a limited
selection. If this is your case, then you may want to consider bringing over all or the
majority of your clothes from the states.
For pants size, if you wear a larger size than a large for men (Waist 36-38) and a size
10 for women (Waist 30-32) then you will have a hard time finding your size. It may
be available in some places, but you will have to look hard and will not have as much
of a selection.
For the shirt size, the largest I have seen is a double XXL for men and an XL for
women. It is definitely hard or maybe impossible to find a bigger size than these, and I
am not sure that the selection would be very good even at these sizes.
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Shoes
Most shoes that you find for sale at a local shoe store will have the size
in millimeters printed on the shoe. See photo below:


THIS SHOE`S SIZE IS 280MM OR 28.0CENTIMETERS

Sometimes stores that sell imported shoes or a store at a nice mall will also tell
you the size in a scale similar to the one used in Europe. Also even if the shoe
does not have this size printed on them, the storekeepers will know what the
approximate European size is. If you tell them your European shoe size, they
will be able to find you a shoe that fits very quickly. The following charts are
helpful in comparing the sizes. Take out the decimal point in the centimeter
section to know the shoe size in millimeters.
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MENS AND WOMENS SHOE SIZE COMPARISON CHARTS

The men`s shoe in the picture above is 28.0 centimeters which according to the chart
makes it about a size 44 European and a size 11 US. These charts are helpful, but it is
best also to try the shoe on to make sure it is the right size. China doesn`t have as large
of shoe sizes available as the US. In most stores, the largest shoe size will be an 11US
(44Eu) for men and an 8.5US (39Eu) for women. If you wear shoes larger than this, it
will probably be best to bring shoes with you when you move here.

Gap Store
A great resource for foreigners in buying clothes is the GAP store located in the
Pavilion mall in Dalian. This store has a good selection of clothes that are similar to
the clothes you would find in the GAP stores in the United States. Also, even the sizes
are printed the same way as you would find in the States.
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Resources used in writing this article
•
•
•

http://wills.about.com/od/fiveessentialdocuments/qt/foreignwills.htm
http://www.alvanon.com/news/CHINASCAN.pdf
Shoe Size Comparison Charts Used From http://www.zappos.com/c/shoe-sizeconversion
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What About Visas?
Do I need a visa to stay in the country long-term?
Everyone traveling to China from the United States is required to get a visa before
traveling to China. Most visitors from other countries are required to get a visa as
well. Under certain conditions though, visitors from countries that have visa
agreements with China may not be required to have a visa for a short stay. Visitors
from Singapore, Brunei, and Japan are not required to have a visa for visits of less
than fifteen days not involving work or study.
There are a few unordinary situations in which travelers may not need a visa for a
short visit to mainland China. Currently travelers to the following Chinese
airports: PEK, PVG, SHA, CAN, CTU,CKG, SHE, DLC, XIY,HGH,KWL,KMG can
stay visa- free in China for up to 72 hours. They have to have a confirmed flight
itinerary to one of 51 approved countries and one of their layovers on the way to their
destination has to be at one of the above airports. The final destination of their flight
itinerary cannot be these airports, but must be in another country. Certain other
conditions may have to be met as well to get this 72-hour visa-free stay.
People that join certain authorized tourist trips in China are not required to get a
visa. The visitors fall under the tour group`s authorization.
Outside of mainland China, US citizens traveling to the Chinese provinces of Macao,
and Hong Kong for a short trip do not need a visa. If they plan to stay for work or
study or for an extended period of time, a visa will be required.
So, in summary unless you plan to stay for just a day or two or are from a country with
a reciprocal visa agreement with China, you will have to get a visa to visit mainland
China. There is no way to get really around it. You are going to have to go through all
the headache of getting a visa.
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What Kind Of Visa Can I Get? What Type Of
Paperwork Is Involved?
There are many types of visas that you can get for your trip and stay in China. The
type of visa you will need to get will be determined by the length and purpose of your
trip. Below I will outline some of the most common visa types that you can get.

SHORT STAY VISAS
Type L Visa: This is a visa for tourism. It is the most common visa and easiest to
get for people making a short trip to China. This visa can be used to tour or visit
friends in China. Generally with this visa you are given a thirty to sixty-day stay and
the currently issued visas for US citizens are usually good for ten years.
Type F Visa: This visa allows you to come to the country for non-tourism, nonworking type circumstances. This is the visa you get for non-commercial conferences,
investigations, cultural exchanges, etc. If the purpose of your trip is not to make
money but to gather information, attend a workshop, or other public event then this is
the type of visa for you to get. This visa is generally good for only a thirty-day stay,
but you can ask for sixty and ninety-day stays. You can apply for single or multiple
entries. The length of stay and length of visa validity is determined by the consular
officer based on his review of your application.
Type M Visa: This visa allows you to come into the country for commercial and
business purposes. It is not a work visa, so it does not authorize you to work in China
long term. Rather, it is like a business trip visa. It allows you to attend meetings,
conferences, do training, etc. all for commercial purposes. It is possible for US
citizens to get this visa with a validity of ten years. The duration of stay allowed by
this visa is up to the consular office, but would probably be from thirty to ninety days.

LONG STAY VISAS
Type X1: This is a visa for students studying long-term (longer than 180 days) at a
university in China. This visa requires that you be accepted as a student from an
accredited Chinese school. Some of the paperwork required for this visa must be filled
out by the school.
Type Z: This is a work visa. This visa is for people working in China for pay. This
visa requires that the employer and employee meet certain requirements. The
employer will have to provide a work permit and visa notification letter to the
applicant.
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Type Q1: This visa is for relatives of Chinese citizens or foreigners with a
permanent residence permit. This visa allows them to stay and live alongside their
relatives in China. Relatives are defined as spouses, parents, sons, daughters, spouses
of sons or daughters, brothers, sisters, grandparents, grandsons, granddaughters, and
parents-in-law.
Type S1: This visa is similar to the Type Q visa above except that is is for relatives
wanting to live alongside a foreigner working or studying in China long term.
There are also other specialty visas issued for certain situations and occupations as
well as short term versions of the X1, Q1, & S1 visas listed above. These long term
visas are issued for a stay of thirty days. Thirty days gives the applicant enough time
upon arriving in China to apply for a temporary residence permit. This permit is
required and requires a physical exam along with other paperwork and usually an
interview. This permit is usually good for the duration of the study time or work
contract. In the case of a work contract, the maximum time allowed is five years.

PAPERWORK INVOLVED
It depends on the visa, but you will always need a current passport, passport photo,
filled out visa application, payment for visa, and related trip documents (flight
itinerary for tourist visa, letter of invitation for business visa, etc).

How much does a visa cost? How Often Does It Need
To Get Renewed?
VISA FEES
The fee table for common visas is as follows per the chart below:
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There is an additional fee for express and rush services. Regular service takes four
days to issue the visa if all the documents are in order. Express service cuts the time
down to two to three days, and rush service takes only one day. Visas must be paid for
by a company or cashiers check, credit card, or money order. Cash is not accepted.
You can apply for the visa yourself at a local consulate or use a visa processing
company and apply by mail.

VISA RENEWAL
Many of the short stay visas are now good for ten years for U.S citizens although the
validity of the visa is always subject to the consular officer`s decision. A temporary
stay permit obtained after obtaining a long stay visa is usually valid for the length of
the study course or work contract. You can enter the country up until the day the visa
expires and then stay as long as your visa duration is (30, 60, 90days, etc.) even
though your visa is out of date. That is why the expiration date is called an enter
before date and not an expiration date. Short term visas can sometimes be extended in
China at the local public security bureau. Once a short term visa is expired a new visa
will need to be applied for. Long term temporary resident permits can be renewed
before their expiration date comes up. The work contract or study enrollment would
also have to be renewed in order for the temporary resident permit to be renewed.

Sources Used In Writing This Article
•
•
•

Article From Dalian Laowai Group
http://www.china-embassy.org/eng/visas/zgqz/
http://www.travelchinaguide.com/embassy/visa.htm
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Ministry In China
What Kind Of Churches Are In China?
There are two main types of churches in China. There are the churches registered with
the government`s Three-Self Patriotic Movement commonly called government
churches. The other kind of churches in China known as house churches or family
churches. These churches are churches that are not registered with the government`s
Three-Self Patriotic Movement. The teachings, sizes, buildings, outreach, etc. of both
groups of churches varies widely among themselves, but I will outline the normal
distinctions between each group of churches below.

Government Churches
•
•

•

•

Have the ability to openly be a church: They can have their own buildings and
church signs. They can also freely organize the times they meet.
Are under the control of the Three-Self Patriotic Movement: which along with
its sister organization the Chinese Christian Council report to the Chinese
government`s State Administration for Religious Affairs. Government churches
are ultimately under the direct control of the Chinese government.
The government controls who teaches, what is taught, and what kinds of
evangelism the church can do. Sometimes leniency is given the local church to
decide these things but it is still under the government`s control. Also, the
length to which these restrictions are enforced varies greatly by region.
The book of Revelation is often not allowed to be taught, and sometimes
children under the age of 18 are not allowed to be baptized.

House Churches
•
•
•

Meet without government permission: Therefore, they usually do not put out a
sign, have a website, or advertise their church publically.
Becuase they meet without government permission, they do not follow what the
Three-Self Patriotic Church would say as to how to govern and run their church.
Each local church decides who their pastor is, what is taught, and how they
evangelize others.
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Doctrinal Beliefs
The doctrinal beliefs of both kinds of churches vary widely among themselves. It will
depend on the individual church and pastor as to whether Bible truth is taught, and the
Gospel is preached. Going to a house church does not guarantee that the Bible will be
taught correctly nor does going to a government church guarantee the Bible will be
taught correctly. That will depend on the individual local church. However, there are
some general statements of faith that the two different kinds of churches follow that
reveal the differences between the beliefs of the two. I have listed the statements of
faith below. From reading the two, it is evident that the house church beliefs are much
more in line with the Bible than the government churches. There are some grave
concerns with the government church`s beliefs. They seem to mix works with grace,
and it is not clear that salvation is by grace alone through faith. They allow baptism by
sprinkling. The foundation of their faith is not based on the Bible alone, but also on
the Apostles and Nicene creeds. There are also some other things mentioned that are
out of line with the Bible, but these are three of the main things. This does not mean
that every government church believes these things, nor does it mean that house
churches are in line with the Bible either. I did find it very interesting reading what the
two groups claim to believe.

Can The Gospel Openly Be Preached?
Yes, and No. Technically according to Article 36 of the Chinese Constitution citizens
of the People's Republic of China enjoy the freedom of religious belief. The
Constitution even says the state protects the rights of normal religious activities. They
do not however define what normal activities are and also say that people cannot use
religion to disrupt public order, impair the health of citizens, or interfere with the state
education system. This basically means that whenever you do public and open
evangelism that you risk being stopped for disrupting public order or doing something
that is outside of normal religious activities. Also, if you share the Gospel on a
university campus that could be considered interfering with the state education system.
Doing these things does not mean that you will be stopped for preaching the Gospel,
but rather that you run a higher risk of it. Sharing the Gospel privately with friends or
at people`s homes is not dangerous at all, and you can do it without fear. It is up to
each to each person to decide what risks they are willing to take and what they think is
best for them to do. You can share the Gospel in China. Maybe not as open as you
could in other countries, but there are many opportunities you will have to tell
someone openly about Christ.
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How Long Before Ministries Can Be Started?
You can start ministries right away, but will be limited by your language abilities. If
you cannot speak Chinese, you will only be able to minister to English speaking
people. Only a small percent of Chinese people speak English fluently enough to be
able to study the Bible in English.
Depending on the type of ministry that you are wanting, you will also need to consider
some things before you start. You need to have a place to meet set up and an effective
way to meet people established before trying to start some sort of ministry. This could
be as simple as attending a local English corner and meeting people at KFC or as
complex as renting and renovating a building. You do need to have a plan though
before starting a ministry.

What Things Have Been Effective In Ministry?
Local English Corners: In Dalian, China as well as in the rest of the country local
universities will usually organize a time and place for their students to practice
English. These are called English corners. Usually, there are just a couple or no
foreigners present at these corners and the students just practice speaking English
among themselves. So, when a foreigner comes, he or she gets a lot of attention and a
group of people that want to talk to them. It is a great opportunity to meet students,
share with them, and get their contact info. During the rest of the week, you will have
an opportunity to follow up with them. Going to English corners has been a very
effective place to do outreach and evangelism. Many people have come to Christ
through meeting a foreigner at an English corner. You can also host your own English
corner. All you need are a couple of native English speakers, a way to invite people,
and a place to meet. People will come to practice their English. This gives you the
perfect chance to meet them or share the Gospel with them.
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Meeting People On Street Practicing Language: Anytime as a foreigner you
try to meet new people, it is usually pretty easy. People want to talk to a foreigner
because you are different. This is especially true if they want to learn English.
However, there is a problem. Most people will think it strange if you just walk up to
them for no reason and want to meet them. Practicing the language gives you a perfect
excuse. You can walk up to people and ask them to help listen to you try to speak
Chinese. They usually will be surprised, but also willing to help. After you practice
with them for a little bit, you can turn the conversation towards trying to get to know
them better. If the conversation goes well, you can exchange contact information with
them and invite them to the church or an outreach event. I have met many new people
that have come to church or an outreach event through practicing Chinese with them.
Providing English Classes for Kids: Parents in China are all about education. They
want their kids to be able to go to university and get a good job when they grow up.
They know that in order for their kids to succeed at a high level that they must be able
to speak English. Therefore, they are willing to take up any opportunity available for
their kids to learn English, especially if it is free. Starting an English kid`s clubs or
kid`s English classes is an effective way to meet parents and their kids. You then have
the opportunity to follow up with them and tell them about Christ.

Resources used in writing this article:
•
•
•

http://en.people.cn/constitution/constitution.html
http://www.ccctspm.org/english/enews/2008/724/08515340.html
http://www.chinaforjesus.com/StatementOfFaith.htm
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Learning Chinese
How long does it take to learn Chinese?
Mandarin Chinese is ranked among the most difficult languages for native English
speakers to learn. It takes an estimated 2,200 class hours to learn the language. At 25
hours a week of class, it will take approximately 88 weeks to gain a general
proficiency in the language. Obtaining an advanced vocabulary and becoming fully
fluent will probably take an even longer time. Other languages that are more similar to
English such as Spanish or French take native English speakers an approximate 600
class hours to learn the language. This is almost one-fourth of the time that it takes to
learn Chinese. Chinese is a tonal language meaning that the tone of a word is used to
differentiate it from other words with the same sound. Also Chinese does not use an
alphabet, but rather uses characters for reading and writing. There is a different
character for each word meaning that in order to read or write the word you have to
memorize it. Since there are thousands of words that means you have to remember
thousands of characters which takes much time.

What is the best way to learn Chinese?
It is absolutely necessary to learn how to pronounce the tones correctly in Chinese.
Speaking with correct tones requires much practice and correction. The best way to
learn this is to read sentences to a teacher and have him or her constantly correct you
when you say words with the wrong tone. To do this, you will need to use pinyin
which is a transliteration of the Chinese characters. The pinyin sentences have tone
marks that show you what tone to pronounce with each word.
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PINYIN LANGUAGE LESSON

It is helpful when learning the Chinese grammar to memorize sentences. When you
memorize a sentence, you are naturally learning the grammar patterns. You are not just
memorizing the words, but also the grammar.
Many people say that the hardest part of Chinese for them is listening skills. It is hard
to pick out what other people are saying because so many words have such similar
sounds. It can be very hard to distinguish what people are trying to tell you. Therefore,
you need to practice listening constantly. You need to use whatever means are
available; TV, radio, visiting people, etc.
Learning to read and write characters takes tons and tons of time. It is not necessarily
difficult, as it is just using your memory skills, but it requires many hours of work. It is
probably a good idea to start as soon as you can putting in the hours you need to learn
the characters.
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What language schools are available in Dalian?
There are two types of schools available in Dalian. Pubilc universities and private
schools both offer Chinese language learning courses.


WEST GATE OF DALIAN UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY

Most of the universities in Dalian offer a Chinese language program for foreigners.
These programs are non-degree programs that teach foreigners how to speak Chinese.
They will offer different levels of classes depending on your Chinese ability and will
give you approximately 25 hours of class time each week. You will have two
semesters in a year starting in March and September. Classes will teach you listening,
speaking, reading, and writing and your class size will usually be about ten to fifteen
people. You can start at the beginning of either semester, but need to make sure you
apply by the application deadline for that semester. You will not need anything other
than a high-school diploma to enroll in these courses. The approximate tuition fees
will be from 16,000 to 18,000 RMB per year. This comes out to about $2,600 to
$2,900 a year. The schools will enable you to get a student visa for the duration of
your study time. There will be a few additional fees that must be paid for the visa. A
recommended university to do this type of language program at in Dalian is the Dalian
University of Technology. For more information about their Chinese courses, you can
check out the following link: DUT
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LOCAL PRIVATE CHINESE SCHOOL

The other kind of schools to study the Chinese at in Dalian are private Chinese
language schools. There are many of them located in Dalian. You can attend these
schools full-time instead of a university school, or you can study at them to
supplement your university language school program. Many of these schools
specialize in oral Chinese or preparation for the Chinese HSK test. These schools are
unable to get you an actual student visa (type X), but they may be able to get you
another type of visa (type M) that allows you to stay in the country from 120 to 180
days. Their classes can be designed to fit your schedule. They offer a smaller class size
or one on one tutoring. You pay for these classes per class segment (Example 45
Minutes), and the price will depend on the size of your class. One on one tutoring is
more expensive than attending a small class. I visited a local, private school to get a
general idea of what prices cost. I found out that for a class size of three to four
people the approximate price is 40RMB ($6.60) per hour. For a one on one class, the
approximate price is 73RMB ($12) per hour.
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LOCAL PRIVATE LANGUAGE SCHOOL PRICES FOR 45MIN CLASSES

You can also hire a local college student or someone looking for part-time work to
help you learn the language. This is often a good opportunity to help you practice
additional hours of language study. Usually, you would pay someone like this a wage
of 20RMB ($3.30) an hour.
I would recommend doing a combination of these different schools. I think it is
important to do the university language program, but I also think it is important to do
more than just what the university requires if you are going to learn the language
quickly. You could do university classes in the morning then go to a private school
tutor or hire a local college student to give you additional language instruction in the
afternoon.
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BEGINNER CHINESE BOOK

Resources used in writing this article
•
•

https://voxy.com/blog/index.php/2011/03/hardest-languages-infographic/
http://school.cucas.edu.cn
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Spiritual Condition Of Dalian
This post is written to help you get an idea about the amount of Christianity in Dalian.
I hope this post is a help to you. I will answer some basic questions that will help you
hopefully to better gauge what kind of influence Christianity has in Dalian, China.

How many churches are there in Dalian?
In China, a country controlled by the communist party which does not acknowledge
the existence of God, it is nearly impossible to determine the amount of churches in a
specific area. The reason is because most of the Christian churches in China are
underground churches that are not registered with the government. They do not
advertise publicly their location and existence but are only found out about through
word of mouth. There is no way to keep a tally on exactly where and how many
churches are located in Dalian, China. Most Christian people here know of the
existence of a few other churches, but I doubt greatly that many people know where
all the churches are in Dalian. However, despite this fact I did some research that will
hopefully help you get a better idea of the amount of churches and the spiritual
condition of people in Dalian.

How many people regularly go to church in Dalian?
To answer this question, we must first find out what percent of people are Christians in
Dalian. To help find out an accurate percentage of Christians in Dalian, I did my own
personal study. I asked a hundred different people that I met on the street if they were
a Christian. Out of the hundred random people I asked five told me that they were a
Christian. This would mean according to my poll that about 5% of people in Dalian
believe in Christianity or some form of it. This number also agrees with a worldwide
poll done by the Pew Forum group in 2010 that puts the percentage of Christians in
China at 5.1%. The population of Dalian is a little less than 6.7 million people which
means that there are about 335,000 people that claim to be Christians in Dalian. It is
impossible to know what percentage of these people regularly attend churches, but for
my numbers I am going to suppose that half of them are regular church attendees. If
the average church has 100 people in attendance, this would mean that Dalian has
1,675 churches that would in some way identify themselves as Christian.
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Open Churches
I am putting together a list of churches here that I have run across that openly
advertise as a church in Dalian. I have found these churches either openly advertising
online or with a sign in public view. There definitely are many more churches that
could be added to this list, but these are the ones that I was able to find.
• Dalian Catholic Church: This church`s building is a historic building, but the
church still has regular times of Mass each week. They have a website with
pictures, contact, and directions. http://www.dlcatholic.org.cn
• Yù Guāng Street Church: This church is very visible right near the downtown
area of Dalian. The church also has a place where you can buy Bibles in a room
to the side of the church. Location Link


YÙ GUĀNG STREET CHURCH


INSIDE OF YÙ GUĀNG STREET CHURCH
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bǎi Hé (Lily) Church: This three-self church has a big red cross on the outside.
It has the biggest and most visible cross that I have seen in the city. Location
Link
Zhù Fú (Blessings) Church: It is located on the Bin Hai West Road near the
Xinghai Square. Location Link
Xīn Xīn (New, New) Church: Location Link
Chéng Ēn (Hold Grace) Church: Location Link
Fēng Shōu (Abundant Harvest) Church: From the pictures this church looks
huge. Location Link
Xīng Gōng Street Chapel: Another very big church building. Location Link
Yáo Jiā Church: Location Link
Xī Ān Shān (Mount Zion) Church: Location Link
Gān Jǐng Zǐ Gospel Church: Location Link
Church Building Church: Location Link
Gé Zhèn Bǎo Church: Location Link
Yǐ Mǎ Nèi Lì (Emanuel) Church Location Link

Underground Churches
It is much harder to find out about underground house churches though there are
many of them. You will generally only find out about these churches through word of
mouth. I personally through word of mouth have heard of eleven different house
churches. I am sure there are hundreds more, but from the friends I know these are all
that I have heard of.
There are also a few international churches that exist in Dalian. These churches are
real churches, but they only are allowed to let foreign passport holders in to worship at
their churches.

What missionaries are working in the city, what boards
are they from, and what types of ministries do they
have?
There are many people in Dalian doing missionary type of work. Very few people are
actually planting churches. Many of them work as English teachers and witness to
their students during non-class hours. Others will have some sort of business that they
do in Dalian and will try to use their free time to assist churches or evangelize locals.
The majority of missionary work done in Dalian is not church planting focused.
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What national missionaries are working in the city?
There are many national Chinese pastors that are leading house churches throughout
the city of Dalian. I have not heard of any national Chinese missionaries in Dalian. A
missionary meaning someone that raises funds from outside sources with the intent of
planting churches. When using the term this way, I do not know of any national
missionaries, but there are churches in Dalian that are pastored by national pastors.

Are there Christian bookstores and Christian radio or
television stations available in Dalian?
Christian Bookstores: I know of one Christian bookstore in Dalian. There are
probably others. This store is called Proverbs book store, and it has a relationship with
a nearby government church. Inside the store, you can buy Bibles, popular Christian
books in Chinese, as well as Christian-themed trinkets and souvenirs.


PROVERBS CHRISTIAN BOOKSTORE

In addition to physical bookstores, you can buy an abundance of Christian literature
online. You can order Bibles and have them shipped directly to your house as well as
other Christian books. Probably the best place to buy stuff online in China is at
Taobao.com
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Christian Radio: There is no public live streaming Christian radio station in
Dalian. Nor would you be able to legally start one. However, there are Christian radio
stations that use the internet to spread the Gospel. Most of these kind of stations will
use apps on smartphones to allow people to listen to their messages. The radio could
have a live feed or just be a stockpile of new audio programs that you can select from
to listen to. Also, most online Christian radio stations from overseas can also be
accessed in China. There is an abundance of audio resources available. It is just a
matter of finding which ones you like that are helpful. It can be hard to find a program
that you are looking for.

Christian TV: There are no public Christian TV stations in Dalian. The government
does not allow someone to create their own Christian TV station or any other TV
station for that matter because all the TV stations in China are government run and
censored. There is, however, a website online called: Fuyin.tv (Gospel.TV) This
website has an abundance of Christian videos including Christian movies, sermons,
conferences, etc. You can watch these videos online or download them to watch later.
It is not an online streaming TV station, but it does have an abundance of video
resources. You can access the site at fuyin.tv


SCREEN SHOT OF FUYIN.TV HOME PAGE
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What other kinds of ministries are in Dalian?
College ministry groups such as YWAM and Campus Crusade will do college campus
ministry in Dalian. They will often have groups come for short periods of time to try
to meet college students and share with them about Christ.

What is the history of missions in China?
Christian missions in China has a very exciting and unsettled history. There seems to
be a pattern that always repeats itself. Missionaries come and gain access to China.
They experience some success and growth. Then the government steps in and stands
against foreign missionaries and usually forces them all to leave. Usually after a few
years China will again open up, and missionaries will be allowed back in. This pattern
keeps repeating itself throughout Chinese history. Robert Morrison was the first
Protestant missionary to China. He arrived in China in the year 1907. He and other
missionaries that followed him slowly gained an entrance into China. Christianity
began to spread. In the 1850`s Hudson Taylor arrived in China. He had much success
and was able to start the China Inland Mission, which along with other mission`s
agencies was able to reach many people in China for Christ. Missionary activities
came to a sudden halt in 1900 with the Boxer rebellion. Foreigners in China during
this war were targeted, and many were killed. In fact, 230 western missionaries had
their lives taken. After the Boxer Rebellion in 1900, China again opened back up to
missionaries. For nearly two decades missionaries were able to operate freely and
experienced much success. However, the 1919 May 4th resulted in the start of
increased opposition against missionaries. This was only increased with the advent of
the Chinese Civil War and the Japanese invasion in WW2. Finally after the
Communist takeover in 1949 missionaries were again forced to leave China. Many of
them were harassed and persecuted. For nearly three decades, China remained
completely closed to missionaries and outside influence. However, since the 1970s
China has slowly been opening up to more and more outside trade and influence. This
has allowed missionaries to slowly return back to China though they still are not
allowed to work openly in China.

122

What is the church history of China?
The first form of Christianity to enter China was the Nestorian Church, which first
entered China in 635AD. It lasted for not much longer than 250 years. However,
Nestorian Christians returned in the 1200`s but were again extinct by 1368. The
Roman Catholic church first came to China in the 1200`s. It slowly grew from there
and despite much conflict with the different forms of Chinese government continued
to remain in China, and by 1949 there were approximately 4 million Roman Catholics
in China. However, the Roman Catholic church has struggled to coexist with the
Chinese communist government. The Roman Catholic Church recognizes the
authority of the pope while the communist government does not recognize any outside
authority. Therefore, the Catholic Church is split with some Catholics following a
government-controlled Catholic Church and others choosing to function illegally
recognizing the authority of the pope over the Communist government. Today there
are about 9 million people in China that are Catholic. Protestant churches were started
after the coming of Robert Morrison to China in 1807. Most Protestant denominations
started churches in China. Also in the 1st half of the 20th century different Chinese
denominations were started such as The True Jesus Church and The Jesus Family.
Shortly after the communist take over in 1949, all evangelical churches were required
to register with the government`s three-self church movement. A movement they
created to try to bring Christian churches under their control. Many churches
registered with the three self-movement and many others went underground and
continued assembling without the government`s permission. Today there is still this
divide among evangelical churches. Many churches in China are registered with the
three-self church, but many more operate without the government`s permission.

What will you need to know to live comfortably and
safely in China?
When doing ministry in China, you must realize that you do run some risk. It is not a
huge risk, but there is a possibility of losing your permission to live in the country.
However, you do not need to live in fear because doing ministry is worth the risk that
you take.
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•
•
•
•
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Family In Dalian
When you think about moving to China with your family, you probably will have
some questions relating to what life will be like for your family. This post is written to
help answer some of those questions.

How safe is it in Dalian, Will my children be safe?
Living in China has the advantage that the country as a whole is a relatively safe place
to live. There is usually no reason to worry about violent crime. Guns, gangs, and
drugs are banned, and most people feel very safe about going out on the streets even
late at night. Dalian is no exception and is a safe place to live.
China is a relatively safe place for your children to live. You should of course exercise
caution and make sure your children are close to you when you are out in public
places. There have been some reports on the news of children being stolen in China.
However, this is something that is more of a fear for Chinese parents and is not
something you have to really worry about if you exercise normal caution while out in
public. There is more danger to be found with just living in a big city. Buses, cars, tall
buildings, escalators, and lack of guardrails pose more of a threat to your
children's safety than anything else. You must be careful when you are out with your
children to avoid accidents with these kinds of things. These are some of the dangers
your children will face, but I would say on the whole that if you exercise normal
caution there is little chance of something really bad happening. Dalian has a safe
environment for your children to grow up in.
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Can we have a pet for our children? Can we have a
dog with us?
You can have a pet for your children! Many Chinese people have different kinds of
pets and do not have any problem owning a pet. You must, of course, check with the
Landlord of the place you rent to make sure that it is ok for you to own a pet in your
specific rental situation.
It can be very inconvenient to have a pet in Dalian. You will be living inside the city,
and most people will live in a multi-home apartment complex. This means that they do
not have an individual yard that their pet can live in. If they have a pet, the pet will
have to stay with them inside their small apartment. This is something you must
consider when deciding whether to get a pet for your children in Dalian.
You can bring a dog or other pet with you from the United States. However, this is a
complicated process that involves making sure you have the right vaccination
certificate, health certificate, and meet other requirements. Also, your pet may be
subject to a mandatory quarantine time of up to 30 days. You can find out more about
the requirements to bring pets into China at http://www.pettravel.com/immigration/
china.cfm

Who will my children play with?
Your children will be able to play with other Chinese boys and girls that are their age.
It will be good for them to make friends with local kids, and Chinese parents are
always very excited about their kids getting to play with a foreigner`s kids. Playing
with other Chinese children their age will also give your kids much help in learning
Chinese.

What activities can my children be able to take part in?
Weekly Activities: Your kids can take part in local activities that are available for
kids in Dalian. They can take part in dance classes, rollerblading, swimming,
badminton, ping-pong and other activities and classes for kids.
Fun Day Trip Activities: In addition to regular weekly activities, you will also be
able to take your kids to enjoy some cool places in Dalian. Some great places to take
your kids to visit in Dalian would be: The Dalian Forest Zoo, Xinghai Square
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Amusement Park, Tiger Beach Ocean Park, or visit one of Dalian`s beaches to swim in
the ocean.


DALIAN FOREST ZOO
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XINGHAI SQUARE AMUSEMENT PARK

Where will my small children be while I am in
language school?
You can hire a maid to watch your kids at your house while you and your wife attend
language school. The easiest and most convenient option is to use a maid company.
You will pay them a fee, and they will guarantee to get you a maid and allow you to
try different maids until you can find the one that you like and want to use.

What school will my children go to in Dalian?
Your children can attend school in Dalian. Probably your best option will be to find a
good private school for them to attend. They may be able to attend a Chinese public
school, but the teaching quality will be lower and many Chinese public schools will
not want foreigners to attend. Either way, public or private school you must pay for
their schooling though the private school will probably be much more expensive.
The advantages of your children attending a local Chinese school is that they will get
to learn the Chinese characters from a young age. This will allow them to grow up not
only speaking, but also being able to read and to write in Chinese. If they do not learn
the characters from a young age, it will be harder for them to go back and learn them
later in life.
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Housing In Dalian
When moving to Dalian, one of the first things that you will need to do is to find a
place to live. This post gives you some information about what housing is like in
Dalian, how to rent, and other information in regards to getting housing in Dalian.

What kind of house can I expect to live in?
In Dalian, you can expect to live in a high-rise apartment complex. Your building will
probably be between 5 and 30 stories tall. You will probably have a parking garage in
the basement and maybe a shared yard that everyone in the complex uses. This is the
most common type of housing in Dalian. The size of your house will depend on the
amount of money you are willing to spend, but it will be hard to find a house that is
bigger than three bedrooms and two baths. If you want something bigger than this, you
will probably have to rent adjoining apartments and connect them.

What will it cost me to set up my house in Dalian?
The cost of setting up your house will depend on how much remodeling work will
need to be done and how nice of furniture and appliances you buy. It will be totally
different from house to house and person to person. However, I looked online at the
local Ikea store and also went to a local appliance store and gathered some prices of
what I think each of the major appliances and furniture that you need will cost. These
prices are estimates only, and I tried to base them off of items that are of average price.
I did not try to get the cheapest price or the most expensive price. These prices are a
non-precise estimate, but I hope they give you a better idea of what it will take to
completely set up a new house in Dalian with all new furniture and appliances.
Bed $550, Mattress $150, Chest of drawers $200, Wardrobe $600, 2 Bedside Tables
$200, Dining Table Set $800, Sofa Set $800, Coffee Table $50, Cabinet and Media
Storage $400, Water Heater $700, Stove Top and Hood $1100, Oven $1300,
Microwave $200, Washer Drier Combo $1600, Fridge $600, Kitchen Cabinets $500,
Kitchen Sink & Faucet $250, Bathroom Storage $100, 2nd Bedroom Single Bed $250,
2nd Bedroom Mattress $150, 2nd Bedroom Chest of Drawers $200, 2nd Bedroom
Bedside Tables $200
All of these items together total $10,900. This only includes major furniture and
appliances. It does not include all of the little household items that you need.
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What will it cost to live in a house instead of an
apartment?
There is not really much of an opportunity if you live inside the city area of Dalian to
live in a house. There are single family houses in the city, but all the ones that I have
seen are reserved for government officials and leaders. They are the only ones allowed
to live in these houses. There may be houses available in the city, I just haven`t found
any. Once you get outside of the city and into the area that the city hasn`t completely
expanded out to you will find some detached single family houses available. So, living
in a house versus an apartment is more a question of is there a house available in the
area of town you want to live in rather than how much more does it cost. Over 95% of
the people in Dalian if not more will live in some style of apartment building.


APARTMENT BUILDINGS IN DALIAN
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What kind of electric current will my house have?
Your house will use 220-volt voltage. Many of your computers and phone chargers are
compatible with both 220 and 110 voltages. However, many other electronics are not.
If you plan to use 110-volt electronics, you will need to use a power converter. Below
is a picture of the standard plugs that you will find in houses in Dalian. These plugs
have two different styles of sockets. If your electronic`s plug is different from either of
these two styles, then you will need to use a plug adapter.



How do I rent a place to live, What is the process of
renting?
The first step to renting a house is to find the house that you want to rent. To do this,
you can either look online or go to a local real estate office and look through the
houses they have available. A website that shows houses for rent in Dalian is: 58.com.
Here is a link for the local version of the website: 58.com
Once you find the house that you want to buy, the next step is to agree to the terms,
sign the contract, and pay the Landlord.
Finally, after getting all of the rental agreements worked out, you and your landlord
need to make sure that you register that you are renting the house with the local
government. They will provide you with a document that you will need for other kinds
of paperwork and registration that you will do in the city.
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What kind of contract do I have to sign?
Most rental contracts are for one year. Usually, always the total amount of the rent has
to be paid up front. You can`t just pay it by the month. Also, the person renting is
usually responsible for paying their own electric, water, cable, and internet bills.

What is the cost of a hotel to stay at until finding a
house?
Usually, you can get a decent hotel for an average of between US$30-40 per night.
Weekends and summertime always have somewhat higher prices. You can rent a room
at a regular hotel, or you can find a room that is available for short-term rental in an
apartment complex. This kind of room has the advantage that it often comes with a
mini kitchen and washing machine.
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Moving To China
It is always a scary and exciting time for someone when they move from one country
to another. There is always a lot of preparation that goes into making an international
move. It is not at all a simple task. This post is written to help you get ready for
moving to China from another country. It hopefully will give you a better idea of what
items and things are available in China. My desire is that it would help you in a small
way have a better idea about how to prepare for your move to China.

What things should I take with me to China?
When a person moves to China, they need to realize that they are moving to a country
that is a mega-manufacturer of products and has tons of items available for purchase.
More often than not China will have more different kinds of products available than
the country you are moving from. You are moving to a country that often has more
technologically advanced products than the country you are moving from. Therefore
most of the things you will need you will be able to find available in China. Most
things you will be able to buy at a store or online in China. Still though, there are a
few things that you should consider bringing with you.
•

•

•
•

•

Expensive Electronics: Electronics such as Apple computers and phones though
made in China are more expensive to buy in China than in the United States
because of the import taxes. If you plan to buy expensive electronics, check to
see if they are cheaper in your country or in China. You may want to bring these
items with you.
Over the counter cold, allergy, pain, and other medications: Many of these
medications will probably not be available at the local pharmacy in Dalian, so
you should bring them with you.
Custom Kitchen Appliances: Appliances such as a food processor and stand
mixer. These may not be available or will be very expensive to buy in China.
Tennis Shoes, Big Towels, and Large Size Clothes: (Most Chinese stores will
not have your size if you wear large sizes). You may be able to find these items
available, but it will be cheaper to bring these things with you.
Deodorant, Makeup, and Other Personal Care Products: You may not find the
items you want or prefer in China, so it is best to bring these items with you.

There may be other things that you should bring with you, but this is a basic list that
will hopefully get you started.
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What things should I wait to buy in China?
The majority of things that you need can be bought in China. Whatever needed items
that you do not decide to bring with you should be bought in China. You definitely
wait to buy your car and appliances in China.

What are the pros and cons of taking a container of my
personal items to China?
The advantages of bringing a container of your personal goods to China is that you
would save the expense of having to buy new furniture and things when you arrive.
You also can bring the things you like and are used to so that your new house feels
more like home.
The disadvantages of bringing a container are the cost of shipping, the possibility of
your container being held in customs for several weeks, and the possibility or your
items getting damaged during shipment.

How much does shipping items to China cost?
As you can see from the sample quote below, it will cost about $2000 to ship a full
container from the United States to Dalian, China. The price is less if you decide to
ship a half full container. This price includes the drop-off and pick-up of your
container at your port of load but does not include the fees you must pay to an agent in
China to get your container through customs.
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Should I ship a vehicle to China or buy one in China?
You should not ship a vehicle to China. It will be much more cost effective to buy a
vehicle in China. Cars are moderately priced in China, and you can buy a new car for
an affordable price. In addition to significant shipping fees, you are going to pay at
least 17% of the vehicle value if not much more in taxes. Also, the hassle or getting
the car through customs will not make it worth it. It will be best to buy a car in the
China.

What kind of vehicles are available in China?
Pretty much any kind of vehicle you want is available in China. You might not can
find the exact model or style of car as a similar car in your home country, but you will
be able to find something that is very similar. Most of your well-known car brands are
available here. There are also Chinese car brands that make and sell many decent cars
here in China. You may not have heard of these brands before. Some of the common
Chinese brands are Chery, Geely, Dongfeng Motor, Foton, & BYD. I surveyed a local
parking lot to see what brands of cars local people in Dalian were driving. In a small
parking lot, I found among other brands of cars a Mercedes, Honda, Volvo,
Volkswagon, Subaru, Chevrolet, BMW, Citroen, Toyota, Nissan, Audi, Buick, Ford,
and Lexus. You do not have to worry about not being able to find a vehicle you like in
China. There is an abundance of vehicles available.

What is the cost and availability of car parts in China?
Car parts are readily available in China for normal prices. If a local store does not
have the parts you need in stock, you can always buy them online and have them
delivered express delivery, and they will arrive in a couple of days.

How do we send our personal library (books) to
China?
With modern technology, your best option is to get electronic copies of the books you
like to read or will use. If you have a book on Kindle or other ebook programs, you
should have no problem downloading and reading them once you are in China. There
is no reason to ship over a whole shelf of actual paper books. They will only take up
extra weight on your luggage.
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How much are appliances (washer, dryer, refrigerator,
etc.)?
Below I have posted some photos of average quality appliances that show the prices
that a local appliance store has them for sell for. It is sometimes hard to find a dryer
for sale at an appliance store as they are not used that much in China. Therefore, I
posted a picture of one I found for sale online. There is a variety of brands and prices
of appliances for sale in Dalian. These photos are just a sample of what maybe
someone might buy. The actual cost of the appliances you buy will depend on the
quality and niceness of the products that you choose.


FRONT LOAD WASHER ¥3699 ＝ $607
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DRYER ¥2680 = $439


REFRIGERATOR WITH FREEZER COMPARTMENT ¥2990 = $490
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ELECTRIC POWERED OVEN ¥7980 = $1308


GAS POWERED COOKTOP ¥3380 =$554
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Health Care In Dalian
How are the medical facilities and medical care in
Dalian?
As of 2015, there currently is not an international hospital in Dalian. An international
hospital is a hospital that operates according to modern standards of medicine. Its
healthcare would be of much better quality than an average hospital. Also, the doctors
usually use Western standards of medicine and are fluent in English. These hospitals
while offering excellent service are often quite expensive. The closest international
hospital is in Beijing though plans have been made for an international hospital to
open up in Dalian.
The normal public hospitals in China are usually not up to the standards and quality
that an international hospital would have though this would vary by the individual city
and hospital that you go to. Hospitals outside of the major cities will probably have a
much lower quality of healthcare. Some other things that make it hard for a foreigner
to use a public hospital is that the staff usually only speaks minimal English, the
hospital does not keep any kind of records (patients keep their own health records),
patients have to provide all their own food, and the lines to see a doctor are often long.
One of the benefits of the public hospitals is that they are usually very cheap.


PUBLIC HOSPITAL IN DALIAN
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What if I have to take medicine on a regular basis (i.e.
insulin, etc.)?
You will always need to check before coming to China to see if the medicine that you
are required to take is available for you to get on a regular and cost-effective basis in
China. Your best option is to have a friend in China contact a local doctor to check on
the medication you need. Do not trust the information you get online as it is not
always updated or entirely accurate. Insulin is available as many people in China also
suffer from diabetes.

What are the pros and cons of having a baby in China?
The advantages of having a baby in China is that you do not have to spend the time
and expense to travel back to your home country for the delivery. The downside of
having a baby in China is that you have to have the delivery in the middle of an
entirely different culture. Chinese people definitely have different ideas and
procedures for pregnancy and delivery than you would experience in your home
country. This could lead to many frightening and extremely uncomfortable situations.
Much of this tension is alleviated if you have the baby at an international hospital, but
there still may be some things that will be strange or different.

139

What Are People In China Like?
In all of China or even specifically in Dalian, you will meet many different kinds of
people with many different personalities. No two people are the same. Everyone has
their different likes and dislikes, personality quirks, and different ways that they think.
However, though, because of being apart of the same country, language, and culture
there seem to be some general similarities that most Chinese people share. I would
like to give in this blog post my opinions and things I have observed about Chinese
people from my time living in Dalian, China. I hope to give the best answer I can to
the question, "What are people here like?”
In order to help me learn more about Chinese people I presented five different
personal questions at an English Corner and had ten of the people that attended answer
the questions in their own words. For this post, I will write out the questions I asked at
the English corner. I will give a short explanation I gave of the question, a summary of
the answers I received, and my own thoughts on the question. The opinions I give are
simply my opinions. These can and will probably change over time as I get to know
Chinese people better. I have enjoyed getting to know people here in Dalian, China
and think people here are friendly and fun to be around. They are a great people. I am
privileged to get to know them.

Are You An Organized Person?
I described organized as being a person that like to things according to a plan and in an
orderly fashion. Three of the ten people I asked said that they would describe
themselves as an organized person. The rest described themselves as being organized.
One guy explained that the reason he describes himself as being organized today is
because from a child he has been surrounded by a structure of school and study that
has forced him to have a schedule. He has had to plan out what things he needs to get
done. I would agree with his comment. It seems like most Chinese people have such
an intense education schedule in primary, middle school, and high-school that it causes
them to have a habit of having a schedule and working to get tasks done. Of course,
not all people are organized, but I would say that the majority of people lean more
towards being on the organized side especially when it comes to keeping a schedule.
When you arrange to meet someone at a certain time, they will usually show up five to
ten minutes early or let you know in advance if they can`t make it. It is extremely rare
for them to just not show up and not tell you why.
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Are You An Open Or Closed Person?
I described an open person as a person that is open to new ideas. On the other hand, I
described a closed person as a person that is less acceptive of change. He or she likes
things to stay the same way that they are. Out of the ten people I asked this question,
two of them said that they would consider themselves closed while the rest said that
they are more open to change. I think most Chinese people are very open to change.
Pretty much all of old Chinese culture and ways were taken away during the Cultural
Revolution in the late 1960`s and early 1970`s. Therefore, the cultural of China today
is a very new culture and people have been experiencing and embracing much change
over the last few decades. There are always some people that are more closed to new
ideas, but it seems like most people in China are open and welcoming change.

Are You A Warm or Cold Person?
I described a warm person as a person that is an approachable and social kind of
person. They are usually very friendly and enjoy spending time with other people
around them. I described a cold person as someone that is un-approachable and antisocial. Everyone I asked this question said that they would consider themselves a
warm person. Probably no one wanted to be known as being an anti-social person.
Maybe some of the people I asked are less social than others but did not want to be
known as being less social. However, I do think most of the Chinese people I know
are very social and friendly to me. Many of the people I know are trying to learn
English, so they especially want to be friendly to me, a native English speaker. When,
I observe Chinese people interact with each other though it seems that people are not
over the top friendly. When you see people buy something at a store or go about their
normal activities, they usually do not engage in much small talk or go out of their way
to meet new people. They stay more to themselves. Once they meet someone new and
do establish a relationship with them though they seem to be very friendly and
outgoing and will spend much time with people they know. On the whole I would say
Chinese people are a friendly and warm people.
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Are You A Trusting Or Distrusting Person?
I described a trusting person as someone that is not afraid of people around him. He or
she does not fear people hurting him and usually trusts people with things without
knowing them that well. I described a distrusting person as someone that is more
suspicious of people. This kind of person will usually not trust people with things until
they know that person well. When I asked ten people about whether they were a
trusting or distrusting person, three people said they were distrusting while the rest
said they would consider them self a trusting person. Many of them said that the
reason they are trusting of people is because they want people to trust them back. In
China, it seems like people are very trusting of people that are in their circles. People
will often be very trusting of people they naturally spend time with such as co-workers
or classmates. If someone is in a circle they are in; they will often trust them even if
they haven`t known that person for very long.

What is your family situation like?
I asked people about the size of the family they grew up in. Of the ten people I asked,
three said that they had one sibling while the rest were an only child. Most of the
middle-aged and younger generations in China come from a home where they were an
only child. This is because of the Chinese government`s one-child policy. This creates
an interesting cultural phenomenon. Generally people that grow up as a single child
are more spoiled and selfish and have more attention given to them growing up than
children that have siblings. When nearly everyone in the country grows up like this, it
makes for an interesting society. People are more inclined to look out for themselves
and getting their own way. While this is true of every society, it seems to maybe be
just a little more noticeable in China because of the majority of people being from
only child homes.
How do Chinese people accept foreign missionaries? What is their natural attitude
towards them like? It is important for someone that is planning to do missionary work
in China, to know what people`s natural reaction to them is going to be like.

142

What is their attitude towards missionaries?
People think that anyone involved with promoting Christianity is promoting an idea
that comes from the West. They think good or bad that missionaries are teaching
something that is not native to China, and that is a foreign idea for Chinese
society. Their natural reaction to Christianity is not necessarily a negative reaction but
rather that they think it is an interesting concept that doesn`t affect them. It is best to
not call yourself a missionary while in China, but rather call yourself a Bible teacher.
Because of things that have happened in the past the word missionary can have a
negative connotation. It can cause people to think of someone that is trying to start a
revolution or promote western capitalism.

What have missionaries done that have caused hard
feelings and problems?
1. CHRISTIANITY ASSOCIATED WITH REVOLT
In China`s history, there was a major revolt against the government started by a man,
Hong Xiuquan that claimed to be Jesus` brother and promote a false form of
Christianity. This civil war took place from 1850 to 1864. Hong Xiuquan started
the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, which revolted against the reigning Qing Dynasty. It
was a major war with the Qing dynasty eventually defeating the Taiping rebels, but not
until after a serious death toll had taken place. Some sources put the death toll high
enough to have been the fifth largest war in history. All of it started by a man that read
a tract given to him by Christian missionaries and spent two months studying the Bible
with an American Southern Baptist. Obviously from his claim to be Jesus` brother he
was not a real Christian, but many people that are not Christians may think he was
actually a Christian. Understanding more about this rebellion helps me see why even
to today the Chinese government is suspicious of Christian groups starting up. This
group that started up calling themselves Christian was responsible for the deaths of
millions of people.
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2. MISSIONARIES HAVE SIDED WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES
IN THEIR WARS AGAINST CHINA.
In many of the wars between western powers and China, missionaries have found
themselves often against their will to be on the side of the western power attacking
China. In the opium wars, missionaries found themselves associated with the British,
who were illegally importing, getting people addicted to, and selling opium to the
Chinese. In the Boxer Rebellion, missionaries were rightfully or wrongfully associated
with the looting and other terrible atrocities committed by the western powers in the
aftermath of the war. Missionaries have always been associated with western
imperialism and foreigners trying to assert power over China.
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